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WHO ARE THE UNDERSERVED ?

ñThere are several reasons ñwhyò we need to initiate a flow of assistance 
and funds to historically underserved groupsé Overall, there are less 
farms and ranches and a steady decrease among some minority groups.  
In addition  to the loss of production, no matter how small, there is 
the grander issue of morally and ethically maintaining a small 
farm system in the U.S .ò 
EQIP, USDA

Many definitions (see Breuer et al 2007):

Socially disadvantages Marginalized
Limited -resources Minority
Small-scale Underrepresented



WHY UNDERSERVED GROUPS ?

S. Moser, 2009  Making a difference on the ground: the challenge of 
demonstrating the effectiveness of decision support. Climatic Change.

Substantive goals
ÁGreater vulnerability (ex. small scale, minority farmers)
ÁEconomic opportunity  (ex. organic farmers)                      

Normative goals
ÁSocial conditions (ex. participation, democracy, equity)
ÁCultural values (ex. family farms, rural communities)

Instrumental goals
ÁFavorable political environment
ÁContributions to social science theory (and publications)



LATINO FARMERS



ÁFederation of Southern Cooperatives

ÁAfrican American 
Family Farmers 
Inc.

ÁFort Valley State 
University (FVSU)

MINORITY FARMERS



FSC Annual Meetings

Birmingham, AL, Aug 
2007  

Albany, GA, Feb 2008

Epes, AL, Aug 2008

Albany, GA, Feb 2009

w/USDA Secretary T. 
Vilsack

FVSU Home & Farm Conference, Fort Valley, GA, Feb 2009

MINORITY FARMERS


